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Typical and atypical development of the "social brain”
in childhood and adolescence:
insights from neuroimaging studies
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The human brain has evolved to understand and interact with other people. Although during the last years a number of
studies investigated the neurophysiological basis of social cognition and social interaction, still little is known about the
typical development of neural networks involved in social cognition during childhood and how brain maturation goes awry in
case of neurodevelopmental disorders associated with deficits in social interaction. In the talk an overview of functional
neuroimaging studies wil be given related to the typical and atypical development of theory—of-mind, joint attention and
social interaction during childhood and adolescence.
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