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As part of material cultures or symbolic systems, artifacts are established subjects of anthropological
conceptualization. Some have been looking for the footprints of ancient civilizations at archeological
sites, while others have been tracing the manifestation of social order through gifts and
commaodities. The basic concern of most, if not all, of these approaches has been with the ways in
which things are used and understood by humans. This workshop starts from a different question,
namely, what things do? Such an ontological shift has been the topic of a series of experimental work
during the past decade. Bizarre, as it may sound, the promise of such a shift is that it enables us to
look beyond the human-centered framework of anthropology. The two presenters will propose two
different ways to do so, followed by a discussion including other possibilities.
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