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Here I discuss the conditions for building a center of excellence in academic pursuits. A critical
mass of people aspiring for a common goal should be reached, where the chain reactions would
bring the innovations. A sustainable environment of research should be maintained, in order to
nurture the necessary ecological diversity, as in the case of tropical rainforests. As an example of
venerable centers of excellence, the Cambridge and Oxford Universities in the United Kingdom are
examined. Based on these reflections, I propose some general directions for the science policy of
this country to flourish in the future.
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Development and Education of the Children’s Mind:

Suggestions from the Latest Studies
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On the 9th of January, 2010, the third joint GCOE sympo-
sium of Kyoto-Keio University was held at Keio Universi-
ty. The title of the symposium was “Development and Edu-
cation of the Children’s Mind: Suggestions from the Latest
Research”. Four researchers from two GCOEs reported
their latest studies on human evolution and development,
genetic and environmental factors of development and as-
sessment methodology of education. This symposium was
opend to the public, students as well as researchers to dis-
cuss the recent problems such as childcare and school edu-
cation.
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The Keio University Symposium on Language Teaching
was held on December 19, 2009. It mainly focused on how
to develop the “metalinguistic awareness” of children, an
ability which promotes their effective language use. We
had almost 300 participants, who were mostly school
teachers. In this symposium, we demonstrated that our
theory of language teaching can be put into practice in
classroom situations. For example, the participants ob-
served the practices through a video and attended some
workshops. Finally, they seemed to have understood not
only the theory of language education but also the concrete
methods of it. So from now on, we can expect them to de-
velop their own practices and provide us with feedback.
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Logic and Sensibility in Trials with Lay Judges
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A symposium titled “Logic and Sensibility in Trials with
Lay Judges” was held. Effects of emotion on and irratio-
nality of latent lay judges’ judicial judgment were dis-
cussed.

Evolution, Development and Education of Logic and Sensibility 1:

Shedding Light on Developing Brain
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The international GCOE symposium was held on Jan 30,
2010. Six researchers from Japan and abroad reported their
latest studies on the neurocognitive development with
NIRS (Near-Infrared Spectroscopy) technology.
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Kant’s Transcendental Idealism in Focus

The international symposium titled “Toward Sustainable
Social Systems: Phase transition—Evolution—Polysemy” was
held on 14th and 15th December, 2009 at Keio University.
This is the third symposium of the Research Centre for Hu-
man Cognition.

Three foreign institutes: Santa Fe Institute (USA), Nan-
yang Technological University (Singapore), and Institute
Para Limes (Europe), joined in the symposium and dis-

cussed the sustainability of our complex social system.
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Kant maintained that in order to know objects, there
needs to be co-operation between the discursive and in-
tuitive faculties of human cognition. Although this is one
of his key doctrines, many commentators, including our
guest Dr. Lucy Allais from the University of Sussex, UK
are convinced that he is not just presenting an epistemol-
ogy, 1.e. a theory of knowledge, but also a metaphysical
theory in that he makes claims about the fundamental
structure of what there is. At the heart of this reading of
Kant is his transcendental idealism.

Kant’s transcendental idealism is as famous as it is
controversial. According to Kant’s official definition ap-
pearances are mere representations, and if there are ap-
pearances there must be things in themselves as well.
Moreover, whereas appearances are spatio-temporal,
things in themselves are not. There are basically two
tasks Kant scholarship needs to accomplish: a) finding an
interpretation which does justice to all the pertinent pas-
sages in Kant’s works, and b) evaluating Kant’s argu-
ments for this position. In her first lecture, Dr. Allais was
concerned with Kant’s so-called direct argument for
transcendental idealism. According to her, this argument
proceeds in the pattern of an inference to the best expla-
nation: What Kant wishes to explain clearly has to do
with true mathematical judgments; but according to Al-
lais it is not their justification, but how they can have ob-
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jects or be about something in the first place. Her second
lecture was concerned with the infamous doctrine of
things in themselves; unlike many commentators she
does not think Kant’s claim is merely conceptual, i.e. that
we have a concept of how things are in themselves; for
her Kant is committed to something more robust, namely
the claim that there really are things in themselves. This,
of course, raises the question of the relationship between
things in themselves and appearances; in her opinion
there are not two separate worlds, but one world in
Kant. (Wolfgang Ertl)
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Emotion in Ethnographic Filming
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Organized by the Philosophy and Cultural Anthropology
Group, a two day event was held at the Mita Campus of
Keio University on December 15" and 16" 2009 focusing
on the role of Emotion in Ethnographic Filming. Two
fascinating lectures were given by pioneernig visual
anthropologist Karl G. Heider (University of South
Carolina) followed by a heated debate on the politics of
visual representation at the public symposium of the first
day, and an advanced seminar on methodological issues
on the second day. The meeting surpassed all expectations
with more than 140 participants.

Project Course
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A debrief session for Project course 2009 was held
on 30th January 2010. Although eleven projects were
planned this year, only six presentations were given
disappointingly. At the end of the session, certification
of Project course 2009 was awarded to each
student. However both faculties and students should
understand the aim of this course clearly to facilitate
interdisciplinary researches.
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