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Cultural Anthropology Seminar, March 6, 2pm, 2019
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Air Love and Make-Believe Rituals:
The Digital Boyfriends in Japan

Speaker: Dr Agnés Giard associate researcher at Paris
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Since the early 2010’s, in Japan, the attachment to fictitious characters is called Air Love (ea ren ‘ai), a reference to
Air guitar. Air guitar is a form of dance, in which the performer pretends to play an imaginary electric guitar. Air

&

love is a form of ritualistic performance, in which the player pretends to interact with an intangible lover. Based on
the sound dimension of the practice of Air love, Dr Giard will focus on the simulation love games’ links with the
technics of make believe.
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